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Battle at Baylen yesterday 
A Spanish division under General Zayas was marching northwards from Jaen via Baylen. 
In Baylen was the advance guard of a French division marching south. 

The Spanish learned of the presence of the French, estimated at 5,000 late on 1st July.  Major Fontaine of the 
2e Battalion, 3e Legion de Reserve, took command.  He had a total of 1400 men.  Baylen was surrounded by 
old fortified walls and there were eight 18lb and 24lb guns on the walls.  Unfortunately Fontaine had no skilled 
artillerymen available.  He sent word to the advancing division for help in that respect, but his messenger was 
intercepted by Spanish light cavalry who had by-passed the town and were screening the northern side. 
 
The Spanish commander, General Zayas, actually had four battalions of infantry totalling nearly 3500 men, one 
squadron of light cavalry and a battery of four 8lb cannon. He believed he was facing only 8-900 men. 
 
He ordered the artillery to emplace themselves overnight facing the south wall of the town and to commence 
a batting fire at first light.  He sent two battalions of infantry to the west side of the town to attempt an 
assault, and they spent the night constructing ladders.   
The squadron of light cavalry were already deployed to the north of the town to cut off any escape in that 
direction. 
 
The French commander, decided to risk using the town's guns to aid in the defence.  He had them all dragged 
to the south wall overnight, unaware of the move of the Spanish to the west side of town.  48 men from the 
grenadier company of each battalion were drafted as artillery crew. 
 
As dawn broke, the French lined the south wall of the town with the 3e Légion de Reserve, 2e Bn 
and the 4e Légion de Reserve, 3e Bn.  The cannon were lined up between the two battalions, overlooking the 
south gate. 
 
At 06:00 all the Spanish infantry advanced.  The French, perceiving the attack on their right flank, began to 
transfer the 4e Legion across the town to meet the threat. 
The artillery opened up.  The Spanish 8lb guns were not able to make any substantial damage to the walls, but 
caused a few casualties to the 3e Legion.  The French temporary gunners aimed at one of the Spanish columns 
but their inexperience showed and the balls flew harmlessly over the heads of the Spanish. 
 
The 3e Legion had more success against the Spanish advancing on their right flank.  A number of men fell, but 
the regiment continued to advance. 
The cannon of both sides continued to fire for an hour with no noticeable effect, but the 3e Legion's  musketry 
began to take a toll. 



 
At 07:00 the Spanish Infantry Regiment "Reyna", 1st Battalion reached the gates and were now out of the 
artillery arc of fire, so the French gunners switched their attention to the earthworks sheltering the Spanish 
battery. 
 
4e Legion continued to move across the town to meet the threat against the western side, while 3e Legion 
continued to fire from the south wall on the approaching Spanish, driving them backwards. 
On the western flank two regiments were ordered to charge to the walls and place scaling ladders.  One 
company succeeded on reaching the ramparts before the French could get there. 
On the South side the Spanish Infantry Regiment Reyna tried to storm the gates, but failed. 
 
At 08:30 there was confusion around the church in the centre of town.  The local Spanish militia had been 
called out and the first company mustered in the churchyard. 
The 4e Legion reached the western ramparts as two more companies of Spanish infantry scrambled over the 
battlements. However the 4e Legion was more concerned with the battalion assaulting directly to their front.  
They formed a hasty firing line and poured lead down from the walls.  The Spanish withdrew to a safe distance. 
 
On the south wall the 3e Legion was suffering from the Spanish artillery fire and fell back into the town.  At this 
point the hesitant Spanish battalion who had previously been held back by their musketry resumed the 
advance towards the southwest corner of town. 
The Infantry Regiment Ordenes Militares, 2nd Bn, who now had three companies on the ramparts of the west 
wall, saw the 3e Legion retreating into town and opened fire into the streets. 
The Reyna Regiment tried again to force the gates, still with no success. 
 
At around 09:00 the French 3e Legion was reorganised in the town and began to fire at the Spanish on the 
western ramparts, causing a couple of dozen casualties.  The return fire felled over forty Frenchmen.  The 4e 
Legion, having driven off their immediate assailants, turned to charge those who had managed to get over the 
walls, and drove them back out of the town. 
 



Major Albujón of 1st Battalion Ordenes Militares who had already retreated from the west wall, harangued his 
men for over an hour before they would make another attempt. 
At this time the Spanish 3rd Battalion reached the southwest wall, but failed to gain an entry.  
The French 4e Legion turned to face the Spanish on the ramparts. 
Both sides' artillery continued to fire with little effect on the enemy guns. 
 
A second company of militia assembled at the church at 09:30. 
They attacked the French 3e Legion by surprise from the rear in the town, but were little more than an 
annoyance.  A bloodless firefight ensued. 
By 10:30 the 3rd Battalion of the Ordenes Militares managed to get a company over the now undefended 
south west wall, and at 11:00 the Reyna infantry smashed in the gates.  It was now just a matter of time for the 
French.  An hour later, surrounded in the streets and with no retreat the 3e Legion surrendered to the Reyna 
regiment, on condition they would not be left in the hands of the Militia. 
At 12:00 the French artillery detachments also surrendered. 
 
The 4e Legion, comparatively unscathed until this point, reformed in the town to meet the Reyna Regiment 
and the 3rd Battalion that was now swarming over the southwest rampart.  They were attacked from the rear 
by the militia and at 12:30 they too surrendered. 
 
Total casualties 
French: 1496 dead and wounded, and 829 surrendered. The eight wall guns were taken back by the militia. 
Spanish: 579 dead and wounded. 
 
 


