
Battle Report: Postling 17th September 1940, 10:00 – 12:00 
 
1st Company, London Rifle Battalion  (4 rifle platoons) was moving south-west from Hawkinge towards Lympne 
to assist in the containment of the Germans holding the airfield there.  They had to pass through Postling, 
where there were reports of German parachutists who had landed during the night. 
2nd Fallschirmjaeger Battalion, consisting of four companies and a HQ platoon, was established and dug in on 
the hills south-east of Postling.  An aerial view of the area is shown here: 
 

 
1. GERMAN DEPLOYMENT NEAR POSTLING. 
 
As the main mission was to pass through the area and move to the south-west, the British commander decided 
to abandon the road at Lyminge and move across country to approach Newborn from the north.  1st Platoon 
was left in Lyminge to screen the Germans while the other three platoons moved westwards.  They had orders 
to rejoin the company when it had reached Newborn, where 2nd Platoon would remain to cover the company’s 
move to Postling. 
 
Shortly after 10:10 am, the German commander spotted through his binoculars the movement of the British 
out of Lyminge, and sent 6 Company towards Newborn to intervene. 

 
2. 6 COY LEAVES THEIR TRENCHES AND MOVES TOWARDS NEWBORN. 
 
By 10:30 the German CO had lost sight of the British, but his company had entered Newborn and were 
beginning to establish a defence when at 10:45 a Spitfire appeared from the west.  Spotting the Germans in 
the street, with a complete disregard for civilian casualties the pilot swooped low over the village, strafing with 



his eight machine guns.  Two Germans were killed, two seriously wounded and three more received superficial 
wounds. 

 
3. 6 COY SURPRISED WHILE DEPLOYING.  BRITISH RIFLEMEN ARE BEHIND THE HEDGES AT THE TOP OF THE PICTURE. 
 
The MG platoon was quick enough to loose off a burst in retaliation, but no serious damage was caused, and 
the Spitfire flew off towards the east. 
2nd Platoon of 1st London Rifles meanwhile moved onto the road and opened fire on the remaining German 
paras in the village, but no further casualties were suffered. 
The Germans dived into the houses and returned the fire, but ineffectively.  The British 3rd and 4th Platoons 
managed to safely cross the road and moved behind the crest, while 2nd Platoon held the position just off the 
road. 
Although Newborn was not secured the British commander decided to recall 1st Platoon from Lyminge and 
continue the move on Postling.  There was no point in trying to take Newborn if opposed.  Sporadic fire was 
exchanged between the remaining Germans of 2nd Platoon 6th Company and 2nd Platoon 1st London Rifles.  
At 11:05 the German machine gun platoon moved into the centre of Newborn and came under fire from 2nd 
Platoon.  One man received a dented helmet and a warning to take cover. 
 
At 11:10 the Spitfire returned from the east and headed for the entrenched paratroopers on the hill.  Despite 
sheltering in their slit trenches the heavy weapons company suffered sorely with three men killed and one 
badly wounded.  The remaining five men were dazed, showered with stones and earth and received minor cuts 
and bruises. 



 
4. THE SPITFIRE RETURNS AND TARGETS 8 COY. 
 
By 11:15 6th Company had established their MG position and opened fire, killing one of 2nd Platoon of the 
Rifles, but a crew member was badly hurt by the return fire. 
The German commander decided to reinforce the position at Newborn and ordered the remaining half of his 
battalion to follow him.  They spread out with each company deploying its MG platoon to the left while the 
three rifle platoons advanced on the right.  They had to cross open ground to reach the hedged road south of 
Newborn.  The two platoons in Newborn kept up the fire on 2nd Platoon and killed a rifleman.  3rd Platoon of 6th 
Company, deployed to the west of Newborn, opened fire at 3rd and 4th Platoons London Rifles.  4th Platoon 
suffered one dead and one wounded, while 3rd Platoon had two men slightly wounded.  The two British 
platoons dashed towards Postling, firing as they went and killed one German, wounding a second.  Another 



British soldier was hit in this exchange.

 
5. THE BRITISH DASH UNDER FIRE TOWARDS POSTLING 
 
The Germans continued their advance towards the Newborn-Postling road, while the British, now in Postling, 
kept 3rd Platoon of 6th Company under fire.  Two more fallschirmjaeger were killed. 
 

 
6. 5TH AND 7TH COMPANY 2ND FALLSCHIRMJAEGER BATTALION MOVE TO SUPPORT 6TH COMPANY 
 
The remains of 6th Company, a depleted rifle platoon and and the machine gun platoon, now moved onto the 
Postling Road to within range of Postling to prevent the British from reaching the main road to Lympne.  



Another Rifleman of the British 4th Platoon was shot, but a German machine gunner and the last man standing 
from 2nd Platoon 6th Company were also killed. 
 
At 11:35 the British decided that their goal of reaching the road to the south-west was no longer achievable 
and began to move to the west, using the two minor roads from Postling and Newborn.  They would be able to 
approach Lympne by a more circuitous route that way.  Ten minutes later the Spitfire returned and shot up the 
German HQ Platoon, leaving both officers dead.  5th Company’s machine gun had a go at it, but again only 
superficial damage was caused. 
 
The Germans made haste to pursue the British as they pulled out of Postling, but as they were in the point of 
getting across the road that damned fighter returned again, this time flying along the line of the road from the 
south-west.  Caught with little protection five men were killed and three wounded, while seven managed to 
dive into the ditches and save themselves. 

 
7. THE LAST STRAW!  GERMANS CAUGHT STRUNG OUT IN THE FIELDS AND ON THE ROAD. 
 
The Germans gave up their pursuit and consolidated in Newborn.  The British continued towards Lympne. 
 
Casualties:   
British, 4 Riflemen dead and wounded, one slightly holed spitfire. 
Germans, 2 Officers, 23 Fallschirmjaegers, 2 machine guns. 
 
Considering that there was a 50% chance of air cover being denied, then a 60% chance of no available aircraft 
and then a 1/6 chance that it would arrive on any given turn, the British infantry were lucky to have the 
support of the RAF in this engagement. 


